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a language which contained all the riches of European litera-
ture and science, and Eastern minds, more subtle than those
of the West, were now strengthened and developed through
the medium of the English tongue. From that day to this
we have never lacked fine native intellects for our Civil
Service, and the Indian Renaissance is a remarkable chapter
in the world's history.

CHAPTER XXXVIII
THE STORY OF A GREAT TRAGEDY

AT the commencement of Queen Victoria's reign we had to
undertake some serious fighting in Northern India with the
native races who had not yet been brought within the sphere
of our influence.

In 1838 occurred the first Afghan War, succeeded by a
second in 1841-1842, which will always be remembered for
one of the greatest disasters that ever befell a British army.

The attempt to occupy Afghanistan was an act of aggression
for which Lord Auckland, the Governor-General of India at
that time, has been severely blamed. The Ameer or ruler of
-that great race of fighting-men was Dost Mohammed, who had
usurped the throne from a former dynasty whose chief repre-
sentative, named Shah Shujah, was under British protection.
Lord Auckland's scheme was to dispossess the reigning Ameer,
and to. place Shah- Shujah on the throne. A strong army of
9,500 men advanced into the heart of Afghanistan, and cap-
tured Kabul, where Sir Alexander Burnes was placed as
Resident. Dost Mohammed was taken prisoner, and with
great pomp Shah Shujah was given the title of Ameer. For
nearly two years the British occupied the country, and Sir
William Macnaghten and General Elphinstone endeavoured
: to strengthen our position and to reconcile the Afghans to our
nde. Bit these native people had no love for the English,